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Rooted in the belief that art is a powerful driver for societal progress, the
“Mandranova Artist in Residence” program has been a cornerstone of
our cultural commitment since 2010. Each year, we invite a visual artist
to spend two weeks at Mandranova - to experience our philosophy and
draw inspiration from the Sicilian landscape, culture, and way of life. For
our guests, this presents a unique opportunity to engage with art in an
intimate setting: in its making, in conversation, and in its connection to
place.

In 2024, we partnered with the Arte Laguna Prize and launched the very
first Mandranova Art Prize for contemporary art. More than 300 artists
from over 20 countries applied. The German artist Martine Seibert-Raken
impressed the jury with her land art series Once upon a time.. and was
awarded the inaugural Mandranova Art Prize, presented during the Venice
Art Biennale. From July 5 to 20, 2025, she will be our guest at
Mandranova, further developing her work during her residency.

With Martine Seibert-Raken as our artist in residence, we reaffirm our
commitment to fostering a vibrant dialogue between art, nature, and
society. Her series Once upon a time.. exemplifies themes that resonate
deeply with us: respect for what came before - and responsibility for what
remains. Her work reminds us that everything we do leaves a trace, both
visible and invisible. This mindset also shapes our philosophy: respect
for life, for nature, and for Sicily’s cultural heritage is the foundation of
our sustainable approach - today and for the future.

Silvia and Giuseppe Di Vincenzo
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Martine Seibert-Raken is the first recipient of the Mandranova Art
Prize for contemporary art, awarded in 2024 in collaboration with the
Arte Laguna Prize in Venice. As artist in residence, she stayed at
Mandranova from July 5 to 20, 2025.

In her series Once upon a time., the German artist explores the
relationship between humans, nature, and space - as well as questions
of impermanence, responsibility, and what remains. Her works address
socially relevant themes such as respect and tolerance, offering space for
reflection. A key feature of Martine Seibert-Raken’s artistic practice is its
dialogical quality. Her installations do not simply invite contemplation -
they actively engage the viewers perception. Created in the tension
between presence and interpretation, her works appear light and floating
at first glance but reveal a quiet depth upon closer engagement. Between
visible structure and suggested meaning, new perspectives unfold on the
relationship between humans and the environment - and on the urgent
questions of our time.

Her work resonates strongly with the philosophy of Mandranova:
attentiveness to culture, nature, and humanity - openness to new
perspectives and an invitation to dialogue.
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s 7 During her stay as artist in residence, Martine Seibert-Raken developed
a multifaceted engagement with the landscape, agricultural practice,
and cultural heritage of the place. Her work is conceived as a poetic
dialogue with the site - a curatorial interplay of nature observation,
material experimentation, and formal composition.

Mandranova itself becomes the stage for artistic exploration. The artist
approaches this setting not through documentation but through
atmosphere.

A central element of the artist’s work is the transformation of what
already exists: everyday materials are turned into sculptural symbols of
geological ruptures, crater-like structures and hidden dynamics within
the landscape. At the same time, the artificially colored clouds function
as abstract vegetation, exaggerating and subtly questioning the raw
environment.

From a curatorial perspective, Martine Seibert-Raken’s work is marked by
its ability to productively engage with fields of tension: between nature
and art, function and aesthetics, tradition and contemporary expression.
It is a practice that works in and with the landscape - not to occupy it,
but to reveal it: its rhythms, its stories, its visual resonances.

The works created during her stay at Mandranova are not to be seen as
completed objects, but as part of an ongoing process. They speak of care
and grounding, of dissolution and density - and of the possibility of
finding a new language for landscape through art.

Rachel Schiliro
Curator
Mandranova Artist in Residence
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Martine Seibert-Raken was born in 1965 in Lineburg, Germany, and
spent her childhood in Algeria, the Netherlands, and the Lower Rhine
region. Surrounded by art and design from an early age, she grew up in a
family where painting, architecture, and craftsmanship were ever-
present. Her fascination with forms, materials, and creative expression
became evident during her early years. After finishing school, she trained
as a carpenter (1984-1987), followed by studies in architecture in Cologne
(1988-1992), with a focus on interior design and spatial perception.

Her professional path led her to various architecture and design studios
in Germany and Italy. In 1999, she founded her own studio, where she
combines architecture, design and artistic practice.

At the heart of her artistic work is space as a sensorial and experiential
setting - as stage, resonator, and co-creator. Seibert-Raken prefers to
work with everyday materials such as wire, handmade paper, wood,
rusted metal, or textile elements. Her installations explore themes such
as relationships, transformation, impermanence, and the human
presence within space. Light plays a key role - revealing processes,
altering surfaces, and imbuing her works with a vivid sense of life.

A central body of work is the ongoing series Once upon a time.., which
has evolved over the years in different locations. Created in direct
dialogue with their respective environments - whether in nature or urban
contexts - the works trace the marks of life, question our relationship to
time, change, and responsibility, and tell quiet yet powerful stories of
what endures.

Martine Seibert-Raken lives and works in Germany.



@
MANDRAN@®VA

Rachel Schiliré brings together what others keep separate: art - society -
entrepreneurship. She began her professional career as an interior
architect and, from 1995 to 2000, served as managing director and board
member of an interior architecture firm in Zurich.

In 2001, she founded the agency rent a museum, pioneering new forms of
interaction between art and business. By offering temporary rentals of
museum spaces, she developed innovative fundraising models for
cultural institutions and advised companies on positioning themselves
within the art world.

After completing a degree in Corporate Responsibility at the Lucerne
University of Applied Sciences and Arts (HSLU), she took over the
sustainability department of a major Swiss insurance company in 2015.
In 2021, she moved into the finance sector, where she worked until the
end of 2023 as Director of Corporate Sustainability Management at an
international investment firm based in Zurich.

Since 2024, Rachel Schiliro has been working as a consultant and
specialist in Corporate Responsibility at the Zurich-based PR agency
Flowcube Communications AG. There, she advises clients from various
industries on sustainability, brand positioning, and values-based
communication - and is also responsible for the artistic direction of the
Mandranova Artist in Residence program.

Rachel Schiliro lives and works in Switzerland and Sicily.
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