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BLANK

Rooted in the belief that art is a powerful driver for societal progress, the 
“Mandranova Artist in Residence” program has been a cornerstone of 
our cultural commitment since 2010. 
Each year, we invite a visual artist to spend two weeks at the farm to 
experience our philosophy and draw inspiration from the Sicilian 
landscape, culture, and way of life. 

With David Batchelor as artist in residence for year 2026, we explore the 
theory of color and its interpretation by the Western society. We hope 
Mandranova could represent the opportunity to put David’s research at 
work into a distinctive rural setting and to foster the positive exchange 
between the artist, the farm and the local environment.
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Hello again,

I have written some lines below for the booklet. I wanted to call the show 
Chromocopia to link it to my new book. I think the descriptive passages 
might help the viewer understand where the works come from a bit 
better. The last paragraph leads on to the text you wrote.

See you later,

David



CONCRETOS 
“Concretos” are a group of sculptures that employ discarded materials 
found on and around the farm. Each metal element is carefully embedded 
in a concrete base, a support that isolates and honours this bit of 
industrial debris. These works are a continuation of long series of works 
Batchelor has been making since the early 2010s. The majority of works 
from this series use brightly coloured elements – plastics, glass, painted 
objects – that are offset by the pale grey concrete base. 
 
The sculptures are part of Batchelor’s thirty-year exploration of mostly 
urban and industrial colour. But shape and form are also important 
elements in the artist’s practice and, in the absence of much brightly 
coloured farm debris, these aspects of the work are brought to the fore.
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PAINTINGS
Batchelor began working on paintings on panels when he was writing a 
new book on colour. Both are titled Chromocopia and are a meditation on 
the abundance of colour in the world and in our imaginations.
 
Chromocopia is a continuation of the project that became public with 
the publication in 2000 of Chromophobia. In this book, Batchelor argued 
that, in the West, since antiquity, philosophers and artists have treated 
colour as foreign, unstable and untrustworthy – a force to be contained, 
diminished, and excluded from the higher values of Mind and Reason. 



David Batchelor is an artist and writer based in London. He was born in 
Dundee, Scotland, in 1955. He studied Fine Art at Trent Polytechnic, 
Nottingham (1975-78), and Cultural Theory at Birmingham University 
(1978-80). 
For over thirty years, Batchelor has been concerned with the experience of 
colour within a modern urban environment and with historical 
conceptions of colour within Western culture. His work comprises 
sculpture, installation, drawing, painting, photography, printmaking, 
animation and textiles. 
Batchelor has exhibited widely in the UK, continental Europe, the 
Americas and, more recently, the Middle East and Asia. Batchelor has 
also received a number of commissions for large-scale works in the 
public realm in the UK, the USA, Belgium, Brazil and Korea. Batchelor’s 
work is in the collections of a number of museums, including Tate, The 
British Council, The Albright Knox Art Gallery, Vorlinden Museum, UMAM 
São Paulo, and MAM Santiago.
Batchelor has also written a number of books and essays on colour 
theory, including Chromophobia (2000); the anthology Colour (2008, 
editor); and The October Colouring-In Book (2015). He is currently 
preparing a new book, Chromocopia, which will be published in 2026.
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